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T 0  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 


MELKSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1954,  based  on  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  28/54. 

The  District  has  remained  free  from  serious  epidemics 
throughout  the  year  and  the  customary  standard  of  good  health 
which  this  district  enjoys  has  been  maintained. 

There  was  no  serious  influenza  epidemic,  while  two  cases 
of  poliomyelitis  were  recorded,  the  first  for  a  number  of  years. 

Mr.  Curry,  our  new  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  continuing  his 
systematic  inspection  of  all  food  premises,  including  public 
houses,  which  will  greatly  assist  in  maintaining  food  and  drink 
for  consumption  and  sale  at  a  high  level  of  cleanliness  and  purity. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  Mr.  Curry 
for  his  help  and  co-operation  during  the  year,  and  Mrs.  Hanna- 
ford  and  Mr.  Mills  for  clerical  and  other  assistance  so  ably  and 
willingly  given. 


Yours  faithfully, 

R.  BRUCE  KILLOH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1,  King  Street, 

January,  1955. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  ; 

R.  BRUCE  KILLOH,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Bradford  and 
Melksham  Rural  District. 

( )rfice  : — 1,  Kin<^  Street,  Melksham,  Tel.  Melksham  2307. 


Sanitary  Inspector  : 

1)  CURRY,  M.R.S.I.,  C.S.I.B. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  1,042 

Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,970 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  2,350 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £52,541 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £206 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  following  statistics  have  been  compiled  from  information 
received  from  the  Registrar  General  :  — 

Births 


Live  Births 


Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

63 

64 

127 

Illegitimate 

2 

4 

6 

Total  number  of  live  births  ... 

65 

68 

133 

Birth  Rate  for  the  District  (i.e.  per  1,000  population)  .. 

19*08 

Comparative  hgure  for  England 

and  Wales 

... 

15-2 

Still  Births 

Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

4 

r* 

0 

Illegitimate  . 

- ■ 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  still  births  ... 

1 

4 

5 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  the  District 

0-7 

Comj)arative  figure  for  England  and  Wales 

0-3 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Number  of  Deaths  in  the  Area 

...  32 

34 

66 

Local  Death  Rate  (i.e.  per  1,000  population) 

9-4 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales 

... 

11-3 

6 


Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 


*  Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  deaths 

2 

1 

3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

■ 

Total  number  of  deaths 

2 

1 

3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 

])er  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  22-5 

Comi)arative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  22-5 
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Causes  of  Deaths 

The  causes  of  deaths  classified  according  to  the  Registrar 
General’s  system,  are  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 


Male 


Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

(other) 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  disease  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm  (stomach) 

(lung  bronchus) 
(breast) 

(uterus) 

(bther  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Plyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  ... 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

vSuicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


1 


1 


5 

5 

7 

I 

I 

I 

1 

1 


5 

1 

2 


Female  Total 

—  1 


2 

9 

4 

1 

9 


1 

1 


2 

2 

5 

1 

14 

f- 

0 

12 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


2 

5 


2 

10 

2 

2 


Totals  32  34  66 
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Age  and  Sex  Incidence  of  Death  from  Heart  and  Arterial  Disease 
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OUTLINE  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  OPERATING 

IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Taboratory,  Manor  Hospital,  Bath,  under¬ 
takes  all  necessary  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations 
in  the  district. 

This  laboratory  with  its  skilled  staff,  provides  a  most  valuable 
service  with  regard  to  the  examination  of  drinking  water,  food 
and  milk  samples,  throat  swabs,  etc.,  and  their  willing  co-operation 
and  expert  advice  is  much  appreciated. 

Hospital  Facilities 

The  South-Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible 
for  hos])ital  facihties  in  this  district. 

The  two  hospitals  in  the  area  are  a  general  hosi)ital  at  Melk- 
sham,  and  a  hospital  for  the  chronic  sick  at  ySemington.  Other 
general  hospitals  are  situated  in  the  neighbouring  towns,  with 
larger  ones  in  Bath  and  Bristol. 

Melksham  Hospital  with  its  very  pleasant  surroundings 
admits  a  wide  variety  of  medical  and  surgical  cases  and  is  a  most 
efficient  and  well-run  unit  of  42  beds.  Melksham  is  indeed 
fortunate  in  having  so  excellent  and  so  modern  a  hospital  with 
such  exceptional  amenities  at  its  disposal. 

The  nearest  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  common  infectious 
disease  is  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Trowbridge,  while  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  are  generally  treated  in  Bath  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  nearest  Smallpox  Hospital  is  at  Bristol. 

County  Health  Facilities 

The  following  health  services  operating  in  the  district  are 
provided  by  the  County  Health  Committee  :  — 

Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Home  Nursing. 

Arrangements  for  vaccination  and  immunization. 

Ambulances  and  ambulance  cars. 

Domestic  Helps. 

Arrangements  under  Part  HI  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  for  the  prevention  of  illness ;  care  and  after-care ;  and 
health  education. 

Mental  Health  vService. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Comparison  with  Previous  Years 


Disease 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

14 

3 

Whooping  Cough  . 

36 

28 

8 

9 

Poliomyelitis — Paralytic 

— 

— 

2 

Non-paralytic 

_ 

- 

— 

Measles 

204 

4 

213 

1 

Diphtheria 

— • 

— 

_ 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

1 

_ 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

—  ‘ 

Salmonellosis 

— 

— 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

— 

1 

1 

()l)hthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

2 

— 

—  1 

Pueri)eral  pyrexia  ... 

— 

— 

1 

Analysis  under  Age  Groups 

'The  flistrihution  of  cases  accordini^  to  and  sex  are  shown 
in  the  following  tables. 


vScarlet 

Whooping 

Acute 

.Age  Groups 

Fever 

Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

Measles  : 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— • 

— 

1-2  years 

— 

— 

2 

2 

- - 

— 

- - 

— 

3-4  years 

— • 

— 

1 

- - 

— 

— 

-  1 

5-9  years 

3 

1 

— • 

— 

— • 

— 

10-14  years 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

15-24  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ _ 

— 

— • 

— 

25  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— ■ 

1 

Not  known 

— • 

— 

— • 

— 

- - 

— 

- - 

-  ! 

Tot.m, 

3 

— 

6 

1  3 

2 

— 

1 

Puerperal 

Age  Groups 

Pneumonia 

Salmonellosis 

Erysipelas 

Pyrexia 

M.  F. 

1 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

1 

M.  F. 

Under  5  years 

-  - 

_ 

— 

1 

— ■  1  —  ' 

5-14  years 

—  1  — 

— 

2 

— ■  1  — 

- -  - 

15-44  years 

—  1  — 

— 

— 

—  !  ^ 

—  1  1 

45-64  years 

—  i  — 

— 

— 

—  I  — 

— ’  1  — 

65  and  over 

—  1  — 

— 

— 

—  1  — 

-  - 

Not  known 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Tot.-m. 

1 

2 

1 

-  I  1 

—  1  1 

Cases  admitted  to  hosi)ital  were  two  poliomyelitis,  and  one 
each  |)uerj)eral  ])yrexia  and  scarlet  fever. 
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Poliomyelitis 

Two  cases  of  paralytic  Poliomyelitis  affected  male  adults 
living  in  the  same  street.  In  one  the  left  shoulder  and  right  leg 
was  affected^  in  the  other  the  right  hand.  There  was  no  question 
of  contact  infection  and  the  reason  for  this  coincidence  remains 
a  mystery.  One  case  recovered  completely,  the  other  partially, 
and  is  still  under  treatment. 


Tuberculosis 


NEW  CASES 


Year 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 


No.  of  cases 

13 

10 

2 

5 


Distribution  of  new  cases  according  to  age,  sex,  and  locahsa- 
tion  of  disease,  is  as  follows  :  — 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Pulmo 

M. 

nary 

F. 

Non-Pnli 

M. 

monary 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

- - 

— 

- - 

— 

_ _ 

— 

1-5  years 

— • 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— - 

— 

6-15  years 

— 

— • 

— 

. — 

— ' 

— ■ 

16-25  years 

— ■ 

- — ■ 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

26-35  years 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

36-45  years 

— - 

— 

— ' 

• — ■ 

— 

— 

46-55  years 

- — - 

— 

- - 

_ — . 

- - 

- - 

56-65  years 

1 

1 

— 

- - 

- - 

— 

Over  65 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

Unknown 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Total 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- - 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  4  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notihed  during  1954.  One  death  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  was  recorded. 


Housing  of  Tuberculosis  Patients 

Cases  are  from  time  to  time  referred  by  the  Chest  Physician 
for  consideration  for  re-housing.  These  cases  are  classified  as 
follows  : — • 

Certificate  No.  1.  Sputum-positive  cases  where  re¬ 
housing  is  considered  urgent  for  the  prevention  of  infection. 

Certificate  No.  2.  Where  better  housing  would  be  desir¬ 
able  in  order  to  improve  and  maintain  the  patient’s  health. 

Certificate  No.  3.  Where  improved  housing  would  be 
beneficial  but  is  not  an  urgent  matter. 

One  certificate  pertaining  to  the  wife  of  a  serviceman  was 
forwarded  to  the  appropriate  authority. 
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Mass  Radiography 

A  visit  was  paid  by  the  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  to 
Melkshain  in  December,  when  employees  of  the  Avon  India 
Rubber  Co.,  senior  school  children  and  members  of  the  general 
])ublic  were  examined.  There  was  a  very  good  response  to  the 
valuable  facilities  afforded  by  their  visit. 

l,cS19  local  factory  employees  were  examined,  revealing  3 
ca.scs  of  tuberculosis,  one  recpiiring  sanatorium  treatment,  9  cases 
of  inactive  tuberculosis  and  four  non-tuberculous  conditions. 

944  members  of  the  public  came  forward  for  voluntary  ex¬ 
amination,  revealing  one  case  of  active  tuberculosis,  one  of  inactive 
tifoerculosis,  and  five  non-tuberculous  conditions,  including  a  case 
of  shra])ncl  in  tbe  chest. 

157  school  children  were  examined.  No  tuberculosis  was 
found  but  three  non-tuberculous  conditions  were  revealed,  in¬ 
cluding  a  rare  kind  of  chest  ru])ture. 

Diphtheria  Immunization 

l)i]')htheria  immunization  is  carried  out  systematically 
throughout  the  district  by  General  Practitioners  and  County 
Medical  Officers,  in  homes  and  schools. 

l)i])htheria  immunization  was  sus])ended  for  a  time  during 
the  summer  owing  to  the  jmevalence  of  poliomyelitis  in  neigh¬ 
bouring  districts. 

Immunization  Statistics,  1954 

.Number  of  primary  immunizations  com])leted  during  1954  :  — 


Under  1  year 

•••  ••• 

86 

U])  to  4  years  of  age  ... 

•••  ••• 

43 

h'rom  5  to  14  years  (T  age 

•••  •••  ••• 

22 

Number  of  reinforcing  injections 

adnuTiistered 

127 

'fotal  iinmunized  child  ])0])ulation 

at  31st  December,  1954  : 

:  — 

U])  to  4  years  of  age  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

390 

b'n)m  5  to  14  years  of  age 

•••  •••  ••• 

1,165 

d'oTAL 

1,555 

Comi)ared  with  1953  the  number  of  ])rimary  immunizations 
rose  from  133  to  151.  'fhe  number  of  reinforcing  injections 
administered  fell  from  234  to  127.  The  total  immunized  child 
l)0])ulation  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  1,555  comi)ared  with  1,505 
previously. 
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Vaccination 

Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated)  during  1954  : 


1 

Age  Group 

i 

1 

N  umber 
Vaccinated 

Number 

Re-vaccinated 

Under  1  year 

71 

— 

1-4  years 

3 

2 

'  5-14  years 

1 

1 

Over  15  years 

14 

18 

Tot  AC 

89 

21 

Vaccination  is  performed  under  the  National  Health  Service 
by  General  Practitioners.  Emergency  clinics  can  be  operated  in 
the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  county  Health  Clinics  at 
Salisbury  and  Swindon.  Vaccination  propaganda  is  undertaken 
by  the  County  Health  Authority. 

It  would  continue  to  appear  that  too  few  babies  are  being 
vaccinated  at  the  present  time,  and  in  sharp  contrast  to  diphtheria 
immunization,  which  is  relatively  popular,  vaccination  in  infancy 
is,  in  my  experience,  inclined  to  be  viewed  with  relative  in¬ 
difference  at  the  present  time.  Everything  possible,  therefore, 
requires  to  be  done  towards  stimulating  public  opinion  in  favour 
of  vaccination  and  impressing  on  them  the  constant  danger  of 
smallpox  outbreaks  in  a  poorly  protected  community. 

Food  Poisoning 

During  the  year  two  excretors  of  vSalmonella  typhi-murium 
were  discovered  relating  to  two  girls  aged  6  and  12.  No  illness 
occurred  and  they  were  family  contacts  of  their  sister  aged  8 
who  developed  the  infection  while  in  hospital  in  another  district. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Section  47  :  Removae  to  Suitacee  Premises  oe  Persons 

IN  need  of  care  and  attention 

It  was  again  not  found  necessary  to  obtain  comj)ulsory 
removal  of  any  persons  against  their  will  from  their  homes, 

Idiis  step  is  one  that  should  only  be  considered  after  all  the 
assistance  that  can  be  given  by  Home  Helps,  District  Nurses, 
National  Assistance  Officers  and  Welfare  Officers,  etc.,  has  failed 
to  provide  the  care  and  attention  needed,  and  it  is  felt  that  there 
is  need  for  more  co-ordination  of  these  services  which  are  avail¬ 
able  to  assist  the  aged  and  infirm. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

1  have  pleasure  in  j)resenting  my  re])ort  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1954. 


HOUSING  ACTS 

(1)  Total  number  of  houses  insi)ected  ...  ...  61 

(2)  The  number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were 

considered  to  he  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil 

(3)  The  number  of  houses  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  37 

(4)  The  number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 

Authority  with  a  view — 

(a)  the  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution 


of  works  ...  ...  ...  ..•  3 

(b)  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  ...  Nil 

(5)  The  number  of  notices  served  reciuiring  the  execu¬ 

tion  of  works  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(6)  1'he  number  of  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  3 

(7)  d'he  number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  ...  Nil 

(8)  The  number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  under¬ 

taking  was  accepted  under  sub-section  (2)  of 
Section  19  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  ...  Nil 

(9)  The  number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  Nil 


The  principle  legislation  introduced  during  the  year,  and  that 
creating  the  most  discussion,  was  the  Housing  and  Rents  Act, 
1954. 

h'rom  my  knowledge  of  the  i)roi)erties  within  the  Urban 
District  I  can  perhaps  forecast  that  on  the  comjdetion  (^f  the 
survey  required  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  there  will  be 
few  ])roperties  considered  in  such  a  state  as  to  require  demolition, 
and  from  ins])Ctions  already  made,  it  would  ap})ear  that  the 
])rincii)al  comment  will  be  in  respect  of  the  widesj)read  lack  of 
ventilated  foorl  stores,  in  the  older  houses. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

I'otai  number  of  inspections 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ... 

Number  of  vStatutory  Notices  served 
Number  of  Statutory  Notices  courplied  with  ... 

Numerous  complaints  of  a  minor  nature  have  been  rejjorted 
to  me  during  the  year  but  all  nuisances  have  been  abated  without 
recourse  to  legal  proceedings. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  for  domestic  purposes  has 
not  diminished,  and  to  ensure  that  the  quantity  will  not,  the  Board 
which  supplies  this  Authority  with  w^ater  has,  during  the  latter 
months,  commenced  the  sinking  of  a  new  bore  hole.  Otherwise 
no  comment  is  required  under  this  heading. 

RIVER  AVON  POLLUTION 

Further  samples  of  river  water  have  been  taken  and  it  has 
been  found  that  the  river  water  is  still  polluted,  and,  therefore, 
unsuitable  for  bathing. 

SEWERAGE 

The  sewerage  system  of  the  town  continued  to  function  in 
a  satisfactory  manner.  The  only  new  works  required  were  those 
necessitated  by  the  Council’s  house  building  operations. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  became  apparent  that  the 
remedial  measures  necessary  to  return  the  Council’s  Dispo.sal 
Works  to  normal  working  would  be  commenced  early  in  1955.  In 
the  meantime  the  Council  continues  to  deal  with  the  incoming 
sewage  on  an  emergency  basis. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

Inspections  of  all  food  premises  in  the  area  have  been  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  serve  an 
Informal  Notice  on  one  owner  to  provide  proper  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  on  his  premises.  Other  minor  faults  were  found  on 
occasions  but  all  were  dealt  with  by  personal  approach. 
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All  insjiection  of  licensed  jireniises  was  also  coninienced 
durinie:  the  year,  and  1  can  rejiort  that  all  ins])ected  ii])  to  the  end 
of  the  year  were  found  to  have  a  constant  supply  of  hot  water 
and  in  addition  all  were  using  a  sterilising  detergent  which  is 
added  to  the  glass-washing  water.  I  feel  that  the  standard  of  the 
licensed  jireniises  in  this  area  is  high  in  comjiarison  with  many 
in  other  areas. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

One  jiroducer/retailer  in  the  district  installed  a  ])asteurising 
])lant  of  the  “  Holder  ”  tyjie  during  the  year,  and  after  initial 
difliculties  exjierienced  in  the  bottle-washing  department,  has 
continued  to  give  good  sangiles  of  milk.  No  comjilaints  were 
received  concerning  the  other  two  dairies  in  the  area. 

FACTORIES 

A  small  number  of  minor  comjilaints  were  dealt  with  during 
the  vear,  hut  ajiart  from  tliis  no  other  comment  is  necessary  under 
this  bending. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

h'ollowing  the  illness  of  the  Councirs  jiart-time  operator,  the 
CViuncil  decided  to  train  a  member  of  its  own  outside  staff  in 
these  duties,  and  since  this  change  in  organisation,  no  difficulties 
have  been  ex])ericnced.  It  has  again  been  noticed  during  the 
vear  that,  relatively  speaking,  the  area  is  comparatively  free  from 
rodent  infestations.  It  is  liojied  that  this  state  of  affairs  will 
continue. 

CONCLUSION 

In  coTicluding  this  report,  I  wish  to  record  my  api)reciation 
<jf  the  assistance  and  co-oi)cration  extended  so  readily  by  Dr. 
Killoh  and  which  has  made  my  work  so  very  much  more  con- 
<renial.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  the  Clerk,  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  for  the  supi)ort  which  I  have  received 
from  them  continually  throughout  the  year. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

D.  CURRY, 

Sanitary  Inspector 
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